33%)

: TREEmendous <—

Fre

et News Fl6fida

Florida Christmas Tree Association’s Newsletter

August 2013

FALL MEETING AT GAINESVILLE SEPT. 28-29

Presidents Comments:

Bob and Joyce Neilson have planned an
exciting Fall Meeting. They have a very
interesting farm that sells both locally grown
trees and northern trees. The farm is located
on a flat and very sandy area. They have a
little Zoo, nice buildings, and a neat
operation. They have planned both Lunch
and a Low Country Boil Dinner at the farm.
Tentative program inside.

Craig Sorensen, Tim Mitchell Supplies and
Tree Stands, (800-394-6536 or 615-497-
2299) (See Advertisement) plans to attend.
Also, Joyce Ezell, (850-320-2900) will have
Bahco Prunning Tools and Michael Songer
will have Coty Color, but please email,
songerma@hotmail.com or phone 904-272-
3890 and leave a message by Sept 1* to
benefit from Free Freight to the Fall
Meeting. Otherwise, it costs about $28. per
5 gal case to have shipped.

On Sunday we have been invited to John
and Cathie Gregory’s farm inside
Gainesville. In contrast, the Gregory farm is
located in a very hilly and shaded area. For
new and interested potential growers, these
farms are model operations run primarily by
two people, with some limited temporary
helpers.

— ———

Sigrid and Franco Camacho delivered trees
to the Governor in December 2012

Tell your county agent and potential
members that the Treemendous News can
be viewed and printed in color from our web
site: www.flchristmastrees.com.

Place your hotel reservations and orders for
pickup at the Fall Meeting promptly.

Southern Forestry Products is a new
advertiser in this issue. See their ad for
shearing knives.

Members can buy a FCTA
license plate for only $1 at the
Fall Meeting!
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DATES TO REMEMBER:

Sept. 14, 2013 Georgia Christmas Tree Assoc. Fall Meeting
Cummings,GA See: www.gacta.com
Hosts: Dennis & Sandra Bottoms

Sept. 28, 2013 Florida Christmas Tree Assoc. Fall Meeting
Trenton, FL See www.flchristmastrees.com
Hosts: Bob & Joyce Neilson
John & Cathie Gregory

Oct 15-17, 2013 Sunbelt Expo Moultrie, GA
www.sunbeltexpo.com

December, 2013 Trees t0 GOVEINOr ......cceeevveeennnn.

Florida Christmas Tree Association
Officers and Board

President ........... Michael Songer DIRECTORS:
443 Cody Drive
Orange Park, FL 32073 Term Expires 2013 ... ... Bob Neilson
904-272-3890 6780 SE 67th Ct.
songerma@hotmail.com Trenton, FL 32693
352-472-2340
Vice President......... Mark Powell gatorjoyce@aol.com
7593 Old Spanish Trail
Sneads, FL 32460 Term Expires 2014 ........... Mike Kelly
850-593-5199 1603 Penton Rd.
POWELL147@embargmail.com Milton, FL 32570
850-449-4316
Secretary ................ Sue Kossuth schnoorjp@AOL.com
20926 NW 75th Avenue
Alachua, FL 32615 Term Expires 2015 ...Cathie Gregory
386-462-2060 3605 NW 69" Street
Gainesville, FL 32606
Treasurer ............. John Gregory 352-373-4575
3605 NW 69" Street unicornhill@yahoo.com

Gainesville, FL 32606
352-373-4575
unicornhill@yahoo.com
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IN MEMORIUM

We are sad to report that our organization lost three more long-time members in the last year. They all
contributed to our organization with their knowledge and experience and will be greatly missed.

DEAN SCHNOOR

Dean was a founding member of FCTA. He served as President, and was
on the BOD. He and his wife Joyce have owned and operated
Whispering Pines Christmas Tree Farm in Milton for many years.

Dean passed away January 8, 2013. He was born June 3, 1925 in Perry,
lowa, and graduated from West Point Military Academy in 1950. He
was a veteran of more than 28 years, and retired as a Colonel from the
US Army.

He had a Masters in Public Administration, and one of his not-for-profit
activities included investigating complaints on attorneys for the BAR
Association. This kind of work takes diplomacy, intelligence, and
integrity. We admired him for this, as well as his other activities. We
will miss a true friend, and a great individual.

DR. R. HILTON BIGGS

Hilton passed away on November 16, 2012. He was born on May 5,
1931. He was employed by the University of Florida, and was also
instrumental in setting up the Florida Christmas Tree Association.

He and Sue Kossuth founded and operated BK Cedars from which
many of us purchase small potted Cedars called Robin Blues for
resale.

Hilton was a wealth of information. You could ask him a question,
.+ and he would tell you more than you could comprehend. He was a
&, good friend and a good buddy.

FRAN THOMPSON

Fran passed away on November 28, 2012. She was one of our most
loyal members. From the time she and Tom joined the FCTA, |
don’t believe they ever missed a meeting. Tom died just a few years
ago, and Fran stayed a member until she died. Her warm personality
made her a good friend to all our members.
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Fraser Fir 6°-9’ #1°s and #2’s, Wreaths and Greenery
741 Mine Creek Road
Bakersville N.C. 28705
Home: 828-688-2215 Cell: 828-467-3593
Olesaintrick1@aol.com

5 ‘I Shakers & : '

Other Equipment Stands - Cinco, Yule Tree,

Clamp-Type Wreath Frames & Machines Gunnard and More Polyurethane Balers
& Netting

‘ WAGDNER'S | A _
=~ frasergknol =

SUPPLIES + EQUIPMENT

We select and offer the best-working products!

BALERS » NETTING « WREATH-MAKING SUPPLIES « SHAKERS - TREE STANDS
TAGS « COLORANTS « BANNERS « SHEARING MACHINES « REMOVAL BAGS & MORE

As an experienced grower and retailer, we can help you select products for a more productive and profitable business.

1-877-352-7355 « www.fraserknoll.com

384 BURNT HILL ROAD * LAUREL SPRINGS, NC 28644 «+ PHONE/FAX: 336-982-3517
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(q Don't settle for less than the Original rebar
é& stand system. Tim Mitchell's, since 1950.

COMPLETE RETAIL LOT SUPPLIES
Stands, Balers, Netting, Flocking, Disposal Bags, Preservative
and more. Tree drills available for rent with option to buy.

S

Call for FREE video and catalog! 800-394-6536

6457 E. Exeter, Scottsdale, Az 85251 fax 602-778-9899 www. TimMitchellsYuleStand.com

Florida Christrnras Tree Growers

Timm Mitchell’s Yule Stand Svstem
2013 Show Specials

Call to order 1-800-394-6536 or Fax order to I-602-778-9899
Or Craig Sorensernt at 615-497-2299, email-craigsorensen(@comcast.net

Free Freight to show on all items
in stock ordered by September 20

Yule 2013 Show  Orders over
Stands Price Price $2000 Price
Small stand %2> pin $3.90 $3.75 $3.50
Medium stand $6.50 $6.20 $5.90
Super Medium stand $8.75 $8.55 $8.25
Large stand $10.25 $9.95 $9.50
Reinforced stand $21.25 $20.25 $19.50

S Qt. Water Bowl $3.20 $3.00 $2.85

10 Qt Water Bowl $4.35 $4.20 $4.00
Tree Removal Bags

S50/case $48.95 $45.00 $44.00
Jumbo Tree bags 48/case $60.95 $57.00 $56.00
Kirk Netting $4.00 off per order

Coated Palm Gloves 1 dozen M, L or XL $20.00

All orders must be paid and picked up by end of meeting.

Craig will see you at the Fall meeting
September 28"



Tentative Agenda for Fall Meeting September 28 & 29th, 2013

9:00am SATURDAY Registration at Neilson’s Christmas Tree Farm (Bob & Joyce Neilson)
DIRECTIONS: From Gainesville take HWY 26 West to Newberry, stay on HWY 26 five more
miles to Caution Light. Go past the light and turn right into Rolling Hills subdivision. Look for
Signs Phone 352-472-2340
9:30  Opening Comments and Introductions
10:00 Speaker: Barton Wilder, Alachua County Extension Agent
Topic: FUNGICIDES
11:00 Speaker: Hugh Thomas
Topic: Best Management Practices
12:00 BBQ Lunch at the Farm
1:30  Speaker: Jan Castanza
Topic: Weed Control & Calibrations
2:00 Vendors, Craig Sorensen, Tim Mitchell Tree Stands
Joyce Ezell, Bahco Pruning Tools
Tree Talk, and Farm Tour
4:30 Short Business Meeting
5:00 DINNER AT THE FARM....LOW COUNTRY BOIL Served at the Farm, an exciting
experience.. and fellowship..

9:30  SUNDAY...Gregory's Tree Farm, 3605 NW 69" St, Gainesville, FI 32606
Coffee, Donuts, Talk, and Farm Tour

Agricultural Signs

Subject: Do you have information on state sign ordinance recently passed?

To: Michael Songer (songerma@hotmail.com)
Michael, the bill was HB 1197/SB 1132. The Statute is 604.50. Here's a brief description:

It exempts farm signs from the Florida Building Code and any county or municipal fees or codes, with
some restrictions where city and county rules or codes still apply:

1. Signs cannot be placed within 100 feet of any church, school, cemetery, public park, reservation,
or playground, or state or national forest.

2. Signs cannot be lighted in any way that causes glare or distracts or impairs the vision of motorists
3. Signs cannot be decorated with the words "stop" or "danger”.

4. Signs cannot obstruct the view of approaching vehicles.

5. Signs cannot be located on the right of way of public thoroughfares.

Hope this helps!
Adam D. Basford Director of National Affairs Florida Farm Bureau Federation Adam.Basford @FFBF.org
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FLORIDA CHRISTMAS TREE ASSOCIATION
Fall Meeting ~ September 28-29, 2013

REGISTRATION per Farm/Co: $20.00/Advance; $25 at meeting =

Lunch $8, BBQ @ Neilson's Farm

#lunches  x$8.
Dinner $10, low country boil with shrimp, sausage links,
corn on the cob, potatoes, etc. @ Neilson's Farm
#dinners _ x$10.=

TOTAL =

SEND TO: John Gregory, 3605 NW 69" Street, Gainesville, FL 32606, with this form,
by Sept 21st. Please make checks payable to FCTA.

REGISTRATION (PLEASE PRINT)

Name(s) want on Name Tag(s)

Email Phone

Farm/Co phone Cell phone

Farm/Company Name

Address (street)

(city/state/zip)

Hotel: Best Western Gateway Grand, 4200 NW 97" Blvd, Gainesville, FL 32606
(go west off exit 490 one block; turn north). Toll free # 877-464-2378
$80 for a double and $85 for a king mini-suite
Ask for Florida Christmas Tree Assoc. price.

Call to make room reservations by Sept. 15th.



Quality Grown Fraser Firs Since 1965

1992 National Tree Contest Winner
s, 3 Time North Carolina Tree Contest Winner
1993 White House Tree Provider

». Premium Trees from 4
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379 Okolona Rd. Johnson City, TN 37601
Office: (828)688-2675 Cell: (828)385-2676
www.RoanValleyTrees.com roanvalley@hotmail.com



LOOKING BACK TO LAST YEAR

President Michael Songer presents a plaque We had a delicious paella dinner at Camacho’s
to Jack Ewing for his service as treasurer
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LEYLAND CYPRESS LINERS
27" X372’ Super Plugs 65¢ ea.
2,500 and up  60¢ ea.
10,000 and up 55¢ ea.
3 GALLON $ 5.00 each
7 GALLON 4’- 5 $ 20.00 each
100+ $17.50 each
15 GALLON 6’- 7’ $ 40.00 each
100+ $35.00 each
25 GALLON 8’- 10’ $ 80.00 each
100+ $75.00 each

Fed Ex & Motor Freight Shipping Available
13150 NE 38th Place « Williston, FL 32696

(352) 528-3889

www.auckersnursery.com

EV/\N

CHRISTMAS PRODUCTS

A division of Evans & Company, Inc.

7930 Zeigler Blvd
Mobile, Al 36608

» Tree Colorant tree netting

* Flock,Flock equipment

» Tree Stands,water bowls

» Advertising,tags, banners,signs

« Bamboo,tree stakes, taper products
» Shearing equipment,shearing knives

* Pruner, Loppers, Shears
» Wreath Clamps, clamp machines,bows.

1-800-832-4521
(call for free catalog)

251-633-6008- Fax: 251-633-6840

VISIT US online at:
www.evanschristmas.com

We are a distributor for Kirk
grower products: colorant, netting,
tree bags, preservative,tags etc.
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Christm as Tree Nll
Bill and Sara Murray rsel‘y
3452 Pateville Rd
Cordele GA 31015
Ph 229-273-5748
Leighton Green Leyland Cypress
Maylors Blue, Silver Dust
‘ Castwellan Gold, Blue lee,
£ Carolina Sapphire, Burkii cedar,
Improveid Red Cedar
Liners - Gallons - 3 Gallons

- Dls a&e

Murra‘v CyPre®> . re vlauds
i d i e
Illlpl ﬂ We Ship UFPS

TO ASSURE DELIVERY IN FALL };lvc;;.fzfr.rzr.s.rl pformation on .Iu:"!ﬂi"i-ﬁf
GIVE US A VERY EARLY CALL phinime

50ih

Anniversary!

Serving as the World's
most Complete Supplier to
the Christmas Tree and

Wreath Indusfry

WE ARE YOUR
COMPLETE
I SUPPLIER.

INDUSTRIES

MILBRIDGE, MAINE 04658
1-800-343-4057

www.kelcomaine.com




SEEDLINGS ALERT

Superior Nursery at Lee, Florida. Phone 850-971-5159 They have bare root Southern Red Cedar ($214..per
thousand) for this year.. They have Sand Pine, Spruce Pine, and Virginia Pine seedlings ($87. per thousand.)
available for the Fall Season.

Dwight Stansel Farm & Nursery, 5553 164™ St, Wellborn, FL 32094, Phone 386-963-2827,
e-mail [dsfntte@windstream.net ] raises bare root Southern Red Cedar which they sell for $218. per
thousand.

The Division of Forestry--Andrews Nursery, Chiefland, FL, Phone 352-493-6096, currently has bare root
Sand Pine at $50. per thousand. Seeds have become scarce and they are not currently producing the
containerized Sand Pine.

Southern Christmas Tree Plantation, (Bill Murray), Cordele, GA, (See advertisement) has Leland Cypress,
Murray Cypress, and others in liners, in gallons and in three gallons. Phone 229-273-5748. The Murray
Cypress seems to be the most disease resistant.

Aucker’s Nursery, Williston, FL, (See Advertisement), phone 352-528-3889, has very nice Leland Cypress
liners, and three to twenty-five gallon containerized. They have a very nice educational Web Site:
www.auckersnursery.com

BK Cedars ( Susan Kossuth), Alachua, FL Phone 386-462-2060 has a good supply of three gallon
genetically improved Southern Red Cedar (‘Robin Blue’) suitable for initial or replacement planting. 1 get a
few of these to sell to customers who are thinking of digging a small tree. It is easier than digging, and | plant
what ever is left over. Michael

FIRST PIONEER INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.

NATIONAL CHRISTMAS TREE OFFERING A LIABILITY PROGRAM
ASSOCIATION FOR CHOOSE & CUT
WORKERS’ COMP PROGRAM AND RETAIL LOTS

* Competitive Rates Optional Coverage for Pumpkins

U-Pick and Corn Mazes

. e
Z{\ Shrfg%nﬁlaas e, =
Tree Assoclation £ 3 @ 5
Visit our website ; .
WWW.PIONEERINSURANCE.COM Call for a Quote

= FIRST PIONEER INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.
Indegendent PO Box 941, Southern Pines, NC 28388
’ [l Phone (800) 547-1495 Fax (910) 944-6088

Email: agency@pioneerinsurance.com www.pioneerinsurance.com
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For the Successful Christmas Tree Lot /]

Flock and Flock Machines Flame Retardant Lot Supplies Netting Tree Removal Bags = Accessories "
Tree Colorant and Needlebond Wreath Rings and Embellishments | Bows and Ribbons | Wood Stands
Sales Control Tags Banners, Pendants and Signs = Nail-on Water Bowls Rebar Stands = Retail ltems

é@ PeakSeasons.com

L5 e a s 0 n_s [N

Your Christmas Tree Lot Supplier = 800.858.8733

Windy Holler Tree Farm
Gabino & Lynda Francisco
1-336-846-4488

P.O. Box 358 Jefferson NC

At Windy Holler Tree Farm located in the Beautiful
Mountains of North Carolina, we sell only top of the line Wreaths
and Garland to our customers. We have been in business for over
15 years and are still growing strong. We want to provide you
with only the best looking garland and wreaths for your Christmas
season. Please give us a call or send us an E-Mail at
windyhollertreefarm@gmail.com. We would be happy to answer
any questions you may have and send you a price list for our
beautiful products.
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WEST JEFFERSON, NC

PANNY JR., SHELLEY, TEMPIE,
JASON, & BROOKE STURGILL

1: 336-87723%31
2: 336-977-1024
sturg0113eyahoo.com

* We accept special orders for

wreaths and garland with length,

shape, & size of choice.

- H e WIS A7

Jason and Brooke Sturgill from the Mile High Tree Farm, West Jefferson, NC, attended our

10-11" - $50
11°-12" - $70
12'-13" - $80
13'-14" - $100
14’-15" - $120

Mile High Tree
Farm, a family
owned business,
was established
in 1990. On over
60 acres, you
can find premium
species, such as
Fraser Fir, White
Pine, Norway,
and Blue Spruce.
In season, we
offer wreaths

in an array of
shapes and

sizes along with
various lengths
of garland.

Mile High Tree
Farm caters to
wholesale orders
with competitive
prices and
provides retail
services on the

Atlantic Coast.

meeting last year and are planning to be with us again. They have a selection of Fraser fir and
other Northern Trees. Be sure to talk with them and make them feel welcome. New email:

Jason@milehightreefarm.com
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16’" ngh Carbon Staihless' Steel Bladés AVailables

in Straight Edge or Serrated

6 Soft Grip Poly - Black

6” Beech Wood

12" Rosewood - Formed

12" Rosewood - Straight

18” Rosewood - Formed

| Christmas Tree Cutting Bars & Carbide Tip Saw Chain

18” Rosewood - Straight

B €l

— ULTRA-LITE

10" Ash Wood - Straight

€ Carbide Tip Saw Chain ..

guaranteed the best in cutting performance when cutting in

PARDS IWWN‘MM&»WMWW‘ s
18” Ash Wood - Straight

the dirt is inevitable. No standard cutting chain can perform
like carbide, that’s why carpenters, construction and land-
scape, demolition, fire and rescue all prefer “CARBIDE.”

€ _ €]

. SouthernForestryProducts.com™ %

e-mail us at;

0ty P (G PO Avaiabe fo most modes o chasaws,



WHEN YOU SHEAR, SHEAR WITH A SAJE

» Reduce shearing costs by 50%.

< Automatic shut-off switch for safety.

= Double reciprocating, self-sharpening, 96" blades.

» Provides symmetrical and conical shape EVERY time.

« Easily handled by aimost ANY operator with no experience.

» Longer (1 1/4"), wider (1 1/4") opening teeth for better
feeding of foliage being cut.

* Engine mounted on backpack frame for lateral balance
to eliminate arm fatigue and minimize body fatigus.

 Operator has convenient control of engine speed.

* Air-cooled, two stroke, single cylinder engine (24c¢c)
is quist and smooth running.

» Engine mounted on backpack frame with flexible drive
shaft running to gearbox mounted on blades.

- Blades hang at preset taper with full range control.

» Backpack padded top and bottom, shoulder straps and bett.

We have a complete line
of supplies for you:
Shearing Knives, Hand
Pruners, Saws,
Flagging, Chemicals,
Tip Moth Monitoring
Traps, Tree Shakers,
Tags, Bamboo Stakes,
Tree Stands, Wreath
Supplies, Tree Bags and
Quanity discounts on
Greenzit & Kirk
Colorant, also a full line
of Netting.

« Total weight of pack and blades approx. 38 Ibs.

Our new Model HS500 SAJE Shear with 2:1 gear box gives a
better cut and increased blade life.
72" MODEL $1688 - 96" MODEL $1799
2' Extension - $265

BASS TREES & SUPPLY, INC.

551 Delancy-Robbins Road - Columbia, MS 39429
Easy for you to order - call 1-800-530-7218




